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New agency set up, HRD set
to make accreditation must

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 21

THE H111man Resource De-
velopment Ministry on Friday

announced a new accredita- -

tion agency under the AICTE
and accreditation regulations
set tobe enforced soonin abid
tomake accreditation of edu-
cational institutes mandatory.
Currently, institutes can
seck accreditation on avolun-
tary basis. The National Board
of Accreditation is the only ac-
creditating agency in the coun-
try and is quite overburdened.
With the Accreditation
Bilt 2010 among the critical ed-
ucation legislations still stuck
in Parliament, the ministry ap-
pearstobe looking at alterna-
tive ways to usher in reforms.
Policy makers have for a
while been secking mandatory
accreditation of educational

CURRENTLY,

institutes can seek
accreditationona
voluntary basis

institutes and creation of mul-
tiple accrediting agencies to
make the process faster,
These proposals also feature
in the National Accreditation
Regulatory Authority for
Higher Educational Institu-
tions Bill, 2010,

“There are 3,800 techni-
cal institutions, 3,700 manage-
ment ones, 3,580 polytech-
nics... over 60,000 courses are
offered in these... The new ac-
creditation body will run paral-
lel to the existing National
Board of Accreditation with
the same set of functions,”
HRD Minister Pallam Raju

said. It will be called the In-
dian Board of Accreditation.

Raju announced that the
Distance Education Council,
so far under IGNOU, will
move under the UGC,

A committee to review
distance education in India
hadrecommended thatbeing
aregulatory body, the council
must be dissociated from 1G-
NOU — the largest distance
education provider in the
country.

The AICTE has an-
nounced that engineering
courses will also be available
in distance mode and will is-
sue guidelines for the same in
March 2013. :

Students will be able to
opt for engineering courses in
distance mode provided their
first degree (undergraduate
degree/diploma) isthrougha
formal education system.
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Accreditation to be must for
all higher edu institutes in'13

HRD Min Plans To Make It Mandatory Through Executive Order

Himanshi Dhawan i Tnn

New Delhi: Accreditation for

all higher educational institu-
tions will be made mandatory
from next year With the Na-
tional Accreditation Regula-
tory Authority (NARA) bill
hanging fire for the last two
years, the human resource de-
velopment (HRD) ministry is
planning to make accredita-
tion mandatory for public and
private institutions through
executive order to continue
with the reform process. |
Accreditation will help
students assess the quality of
programmes and courses, in-
frastructure and faculty At
present, only about 16% insti-
tutions are accredited.
HRD'minister MM Paltam
Raju said both Universities

Times View

hefact that the governmentis taking steps to regutate

technical and vocational education meore rigorously is
welcome, Educationis a sector that serves a very vital need and
families spend huge sums of money in getting their childrena
decent education. Often, they borrow to put themthrougha
professional course. Itis, therefore, absolutely essential that
they have some assurance of the quality of education they can
expect to get. The real test of the proposed accreditation
system, however, will lie inits implementation. it must not be
allowed to become just another way for corrupt officials to
make money, inthe process jeopardizing the future of millions.

Grants Commission (JGC)
and All India Council forTech-
nical Education (AICTE) have
been tasked with preparing
benchmarks for the accredita-
tion process. Infact, the minis-
try will write to state govern-
ments to establish
accreditation agencies that
will inspect institutions on

thesebenchmarks.

" AICTEhasalsobeenasked
tosetupanotheraccreditation
agency —Indian Board of Ac-
creditation — that will assist
the existing National Board of
Accreditation in inspections
of institutions,“There was
need felt for a new accredita-
tion body and AICTE will set

uptheIBAbyberum'y”Ra,]u
said.

AICTE has under it 3,800
technical institutions, 3,700
management institutions,
3,500 palytechnics, 240 hotel
management institutions and
60 applied art institutions.

These institutions ap-

‘proach AICTE every year for

eitherrenewal of their accred-
itation or for introduction of
new disciplines or other ex-
pansion plans.There are
60,000 programmes that are
accredited under AICTE at
present. .

Under the NARA bill, ex-
isting universities will be giv-
ensix yearsto complete the ac-
creditation process while new

» universities will be allowed to

complete teaching two batch-
esof students.
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Univs watch out

Accreditation to be made mandatory inamonth

By Ritika Chopra In New Delhi

THE Bill on compulsory accredi- .
tation of all higher education
institutions may not have passed
political muster, but that isn't
going to put brakes on the govern-

ment’s grand plans.

In fact, accreditation for all public
and private universities/colleges
(excluding technical institutions)

will become mandatory in a
month,

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) is set to notify a
new regulation in this regard in
the next 10 days, after which it
will be compulsory for existing
universities and colleges,
which have either completed
six years or have educated two
batches (whichever is earlier)
to apply for accreditation
within six months of notifica-
tion of the regulation,

New UGC regulationto

be notified in 10 days

RO A AR

Institutions which haven’t com-

leted six years or educated two

atches of students will have to
apply for accreditation within six
months of such completion. New
institutes will have to get their
preparedness in terms of human
resources and infrastructure
compulsorily assessed before
beginning operation. Currently,
accreditation for all UGC-recog-
nised institutes is done by the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Counecil.

¢; ® Recognition of the Institu-
. / tion under Section 12B of the
= UGC Act will be cancelled .

university, their deemed status
“canberevoked . - o

in case of an erring deemed
~{ Regulation 2003

“This regulation was passed on
December T and we have already
sent it for notification in the
Gazette (of India) after which it
will come into force with immedi-
ate effect,” said Ved Prakash, chair-

.. % In case of private universl-

. ; tles, action can be taken -
‘1 agalnst them asdeemed fit

i under the Establishment of
f and Malntenance of Stan-
i dards in Private Unlverslties

= Grants allocated to erring -
s v e L
man, UGC. This step is clearly a
desperate attempt by the human
resource development (HRD) min-
istry to usher in some of the
planned reforms which have been
stalled in Parliament, HRD minis-

4

i mUGCwill publicly announce -
- § pames of sqch Snstltuf;!qgg

New Institutes will have to get thelr preparedness judged In terms of
human resources and Infrastructure; (Ieft) HRD minister M.M. Pallam Raju.

i
i
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i
i
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FOR REPRESENTATION

institution will be withheld - -

u Non-compliant institution

. i willbe ineligible for any ass!s-:Q:Z;
1 tance under general or speclal

assistance programme of UGC “

ter M.M. Pallam Raju is, therefore,
also resorting to the tactic tha
Sibal employed during his tenure.
Under.the UGC Regulation, ?ff'
institute (private or public) fail-
ing to comply can have penalties,
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AICTE to allow tech education
in distance mode from 2013

NEW DELHI: The All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion is set to allow technical ed-
ucation in distance learning
mode from 2013.

Human Resources Develop-
ment (HRD) Minister M M Pal-
lam Raju made an announce-
ment to this effect here on
Friday. “A move is on to bring
distance education in the coun-
try under a proper regulatory
frame work and the AICTE will
come up with a set of guidelines
to conduct technical education
in this mode by March next
year,” he said.

“A regulatory frame work is
being worked out to allow tech-

nical education in distance ed-
ucation mode for the first time
in the country from next year.
sStudents will be able to pursue
courses in all technical sub-
jects, except architecture and
pharmacy,” AICTE chairman
S S Mantha said.

The courses in technical ed-
ucation, however, will not be
available to freshers. “A student
will be eligible for a BTech
course in distance education
mode only if he or she has done
adiploma in technical subjects
from any institution, like the
polytechnics. Similarly, a stu-
dent will be eligible for MTech,
if he has done BTech from a

regular engineering college,”
Mantha said.

This apart, candidates will
require a few years of profes-
sional experience in their re-
spective fields to apply for the
technical courses. A national-
level test will be conducted for
enrolment, he said. “We are fi-
nalising the details.”

“Students of distance educa-
tion will not face any problem
in getting jobs as their diplo-
mas or degrees will have the
same value as those acquired
after undergoing coursesin ed-
ucational institutions,” a HRD
Ministry official said.

DH News Service





